[Therapeutic high-doses of digoxin with blood level determinations in 31 out of 150 elderly hospitalized patients treated over a year].
The assay by immunoenzymatic method of the blood level of digoxine in 150 old people, (m = 79 years), hospitalized during one year shows a level of more than 2 ng/ml in 31 of them, (m = 2.91 ng/ml). However, the dosage is normal or low, m = 0.206 mg/j. A renal impairment often discussed is not the mechanism: 17 patients with a blood creatinine over 135 mumol/l have a mean blood level of digoxine of 2.98 ng/ml for 2.91 in the 14 another ones without renal impairment. Physicians should be still more cautious when prescribing digoxin.